Would you eat honey made by bees from azalea flowers? Why or why not? Explain the specific reasoning behind your answer.


I would not probably eat honey made by bees from azalea flowers.  Certain species of azalea flowers such as AZALEA, RHODODENDRON flower, which grows in east.  They have a moderate risk for toxicity.  Most of the leaves and flowers of this plant is toxic to humans.  They can cause stomach irritation, abdominal pain, abnormal heart rate and rhythm, convulsions, coma, death. “This plants, as well as mountain laurel (Kalmia spp.) contain grayanotoxins (glycosides), which affect the gastroenteric (stomach and intestines) and cardiovascular systems.  Honey from this plant is also considered toxic.”  Other symptoms that may occur are low blood pressure or shock, bradyarrhythima (slowness of the heart beat associated with an irregularity in the heart rhythm), sinus bradycardia (a slow sinus rhythm, with a heart rate less than 60), nodal rhythm (pertaining to a node, particularly the atrioventricular node), Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome (anomalous atrioventricular excitation) and complete atrioventricular block In small doses it is not toxic but greater doses are.  Grayanotoxins target sodium channels, preventing inactivation.  This means that nerve and muscle cells are in a state of depolarization, during which entry of calcium occurs.  The disease is rarely fatal though.   I would avoid honey from these plants because it would be hard to know whether the honey came from this type of azalea or another non-toxic one.  Its better to be safe than sorry I always say.
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