Peer Reviewed Projects as Active Learning Tools for On-Line or Computer-Assisted Teaching

Kenneth L. Campbell

[image: image1.png]



Department of Biology

Problems:


1) To include active learning dimensions, including writing & multimedia computer skills, in science lecture courses.

2) To utilize peer skills to augment instruction & to decrease time demands on instructors

3) To improve student writing & computer literacy

4) To provide real-world experiences for students

Solutions:


1) Assign multimedia, HTML documents that undergo peer review as part of coursework

2) Use anonymous or open peer reviews as part of the project improvement process

3) Grade students on both the final projects & on their reviews of other projects

4) Have students clearly identify contributions within group projects so grading reflects these as well as the overall project.

Deliverables:


1) High quality reports useable as references for Mammalian Toxicology, Biology 666

2) Much improved final versions of laboratory reports in Endocrinology, Biology 317

3) Appendix references in Endocrinology lecture, Biology 317/319 (These are not peer reviewed but are subject to strict a priori rules for content & format & are used as optional substitutes for the lowest exam grade among three in-class exams.)

Quality Assurance Indicators:


Tangibles:

1) Increased student retention (to be measured)

2) Improved average student performance (to be measured)

Intangibles:

3) Increase student involvement & content recall

4) Increased available faculty time

